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verts to the use of any person other than the 
rightful owner, or intentionally misapplies any 
of the moneys, funds, securities, premiums, 
credits, property, or other assets of a health 
care benefit program, shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than 10 years, or 
both; but if the value of such property does not 
exceed the sum of $100 the defendant shall be 
fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than one year, or both. 

(b) As used in this section, the term ‘‘health 
care benefit program’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 24(b) of this title. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–191, title II, § 243(a), Aug. 21, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2017.) 

§ 670. Theft of medical products 

(a) PROHIBITED CONDUCT.—Whoever, in, or 
using any means or facility of, interstate or for-
eign commerce—

(1) embezzles, steals, or by fraud or decep-
tion obtains, or knowingly and unlawfully 
takes, carries away, or conceals a pre-retail 
medical product; 

(2) knowingly and falsely makes, alters, 
forges, or counterfeits the labeling or docu-
mentation (including documentation relating 
to origination or shipping) of a pre-retail med-
ical product; 

(3) knowingly possesses, transports, or traf-
fics in a pre-retail medical product that was 
involved in a violation of paragraph (1) or (2); 

(4) with intent to defraud, buys, or otherwise 
obtains, a pre-retail medical product that has 
expired or been stolen; 

(5) with intent to defraud, sells, or distrib-
utes, a pre-retail medical product that is ex-
pired or stolen; or 

(6) attempts or conspires to violate any of 
paragraphs (1) through (5);

shall be punished as provided in subsection (c) 
and subject to the other sanctions provided in 
this section. 

(b) AGGRAVATED OFFENSES.—An offense under 
this section is an aggravated offense if—

(1) the defendant is employed by, or is an 
agent of, an organization in the supply chain 
for the pre-retail medical product; or 

(2) the violation—
(A) involves the use of violence, force, or a 

threat of violence or force; 
(B) involves the use of a deadly weapon; 
(C) results in serious bodily injury or 

death, including serious bodily injury or 
death resulting from the use of the medical 
product involved; or 

(D) is subsequent to a prior conviction for 
an offense under this section.

(c) CRIMINAL PENALTIES.—Whoever violates 
subsection (a)—

(1) if the offense is an aggravated offense 
under subsection (b)(2)(C), shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than 30 
years, or both; 

(2) if the value of the medical products in-
volved in the offense is $5,000 or greater, shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned for not 
more than 15 years, or both, but if the offense 
is an aggravated offense other than one under 

subsection (b)(2)(C), the maximum term of im-
prisonment is 20 years; and 

(3) in any other case, shall be fined under 
this title, imprisoned for not more than 3 
years, or both, but if the offense is an aggra-
vated offense other than one under subsection 
(b)(2)(C), the maximum term of imprisonment 
is 5 years.

(d) CIVIL PENALTIES.—Whoever violates sub-
section (a) is subject to a civil penalty in an 
amount not more than the greater of—

(1) three times the economic loss attrib-
utable to the violation; or 

(2) $1,000,000.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—
(1) the term ‘‘pre-retail medical product’’ 

means a medical product that has not yet been 
made available for retail purchase by a con-
sumer; 

(2) the term ‘‘medical product’’ means a 
drug, biological product, device, medical food, 
or infant formula; 

(3) the terms ‘‘device’’, ‘‘drug’’, ‘‘infant for-
mula’’, and ‘‘labeling’’ have, respectively, the 
meanings given those terms in section 201 of 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act; 

(4) the term ‘‘biological product’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 351 of the 
Public Health Service Act; 

(5) the term ‘‘medical food’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 5(b) of the Orphan 
Drug Act; and 

(6) the term ‘‘supply chain’’ includes manu-
facturer, wholesaler, repacker, own-labeled 
distributor, private-label distributor, jobber, 
broker, drug trader, transportation company, 
hospital, pharmacy, or security company. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–186, § 2(a), Oct. 5, 2012, 126 
Stat. 1427.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 

Act, referred to in subsec. (e)(3), is classified to section 

321 of Title 21, Food and Drugs. 

Section 351 of the Public Health Service Act, referred 

to in subsec. (e)(4), is classified to section 262 of Title 

42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

Section 5(b) of the Orphan Drug Act, referred to in 

subsec. (e)(5), is classified to section 360ee(b) of Title 21.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

PRIORITY GIVEN TO CERTAIN INVESTIGATIONS AND 

PROSECUTIONS 

Pub. L. 112–186, § 4(e), Oct. 5, 2012, 126 Stat. 1429, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The Attorney General shall give increased 

priority to efforts to investigate and prosecute offenses 

under section 670 of title 18, United States Code, that 

involve pre-retail medical products.’’

CHAPTER 33—EMBLEMS, INSIGNIA, AND 
NAMES 

Sec. 

700. Desecration of the flag of the United States; 

penalties. 

701. Official badges, identification cards, other in-

signia. 

702. Uniform of armed forces and Public Health 

Service. 

703. Uniform of friendly nation. 
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Sec. 

704. Military medals or decorations. 

705. Badge or medal of veterans’ organizations. 

706. Red Cross. 

706a. Geneva distinctive emblems. 

[707, 708. Repealed.] 

709. False advertising or misuse of names to indi-

cate Federal agency. 

710. Cremation urns for military use. 

[711, 711a. Repealed.] 

712. Misuse of names, words, emblems, or insignia. 

713. Use of likenesses of the great seal of the 

United States, the seals of the President 

and Vice President, the seal of the United 

States Senate, the seal of the United States 

House of Representatives, and the seal of 

the United States Congress. 

[714, 715. Repealed.] 

716. Public employee insignia and uniform.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title X, § 1003(d), Dec. 27, 

2020, 134 Stat. 2156, struck out items 707 ‘‘4–H Club em-

blem fraudulently used’’, 708 ‘‘Swiss Confederation coat 

of arms’’, 711 ‘‘ ‘Smokey Bear’ character or name’’, 711a 

‘‘ ‘Woodsy Owl’ character, name, or slogan’’, and 715 

‘‘ ‘The Golden Eagle Insignia’ ’’. 

2007—Pub. L. 109–481, § 2(b), Jan. 12, 2007, 120 Stat. 

3674, added item 706a. 

2006—Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, § 1191(b), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 

Stat. 3129, substituted ‘‘Public employee insignia and 

uniform’’ for ‘‘Police badges’’ in item 716. 

2000—Pub. L. 106–547, § 3(b), Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 

2740, added item 716. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–55, title III, § 308(e), Oct. 7, 1997, 111 

Stat. 1198, substituted ‘‘Use of likenesses of the great 

seal of the United States, the seals of the President and 

Vice President, the seal of the United States Senate, 

the seal of the United States House of Representatives, 

and the seal of the United States Congress’’ for ‘‘Use of 

likenesses of the great seal of the United States, the 

seals of the President and Vice President, and the seal 

of the United States Senate’’ in item 713. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–229, title II, § 210(e), Dec. 12, 1991, 105 

Stat. 1717, substituted ‘‘Use of likenesses of the great 

seal of the United States, the seals of the President and 

Vice President, and the seal of the United States Sen-

ate.’’ for ‘‘Use of likenesses of the great seal of the 

United States, and of the seals of the President and 

Vice President.’’ in item 713. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV, § 3518, Nov. 29, 1990, 

104 Stat. 4923, inserted a comma after ‘‘INSIGNIA’’ in 

chapter heading. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–258, § 2(d)(1)(A), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 

1058, struck out item 714 relating to ‘‘Johnny Horizon’’ 

character or name. 

1974—Pub. L. 93–318, § 8, June 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 245, 

added item 711a. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–147, § 1(b), Nov. 3, 1973, 87 Stat. 555, 

substituted ‘‘Misuse of names, words, emblems, or in-

signia’’ for ‘‘Misuse of names by collecting agencies to 

indicate Federal agency’’ in item 712. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–347, § 3(c), July 11, 1972, 86 Stat. 462, 

added item 715. 

1971—Pub. L. 91–651, § 2, Jan. 5, 1971, 84 Stat. 1941, in-

serted ‘‘, and of the seals of the President and Vice 

President’’ after ‘‘United States’’ in item 713. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–419, § 4, Sept. 25, 1970, 84 Stat. 871, 

added item 714. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–381, § 2, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 291, 

added item 700. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–807, § 1(b), Nov. 11, 1966, 80 Stat. 1525, 

added item 713. 

1959—Pub. L. 86–291, § 3, Sept. 21, 1959, 73 Stat. 570, 

added item 712. 

1952—Act May 23, 1952, ch. 327, § 2, 66 Stat. 92, added 

item 711. 

1950—Act Sept. 28, 1950, ch. 1092, § 1(a), 64 Stat. 1077, 

added item 710. 
1949—Act May 24, 1949, ch. 139, § 14, 63 Stat. 91, in-

serted ‘‘Uniform of armed forces and Public Health 

Service’’ in lieu of enumerating the specific branches in 

item 702. 

§ 700. Desecration of the flag of the United 
States; penalties 

(a)(1) Whoever knowingly mutilates, defaces, 
physically defiles, burns, maintains on the floor 
or ground, or tramples upon any flag of the 
United States shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. 

(2) This subsection does not prohibit any con-
duct consisting of the disposal of a flag when it 
has become worn or soiled. 

(b) As used in this section, the term ‘‘flag of 
the United States’’ means any flag of the United 
States, or any part thereof, made of any sub-
stance, of any size, in a form that is commonly 
displayed. 

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed 
as indicating an intent on the part of Congress 
to deprive any State, territory, possession, or 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico of jurisdic-
tion over any offense over which it would have 
jurisdiction in the absence of this section. 

(d)(1) An appeal may be taken directly to the 
Supreme Court of the United States from any 
interlocutory or final judgment, decree, or order 
issued by a United States district court ruling 
upon the constitutionality of subsection (a). 

(2) The Supreme Court shall, if it has not pre-
viously ruled on the question, accept jurisdic-
tion over the appeal and advance on the docket 
and expedite to the greatest extent possible. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–381, § 1, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 
291; amended Pub. L. 101–131, §§ 2, 3, Oct. 28, 1989, 
103 Stat. 777.)

Editorial Notes 

CONSTITUTIONALITY 

For information regarding constitutionality of this 

section as amended by Pub. L. 101–131, see Congres-

sional Research Service, The Constitution of the 

United States of America: Analysis and Interpretation, 

Table of Laws Held Unconstitutional in Whole or in 

Part by the Supreme Court. 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–131, § 2(a), amended sub-

sec. (a) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read 

as follows: ‘‘Whoever knowingly casts contempt upon 

any flag of the United States by publicly mutilating, 

defacing, defiling, burning, or trampling upon it shall 

be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not 

more than one year, or both.’’
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–131, § 2(b), amended subsec. (b) 

generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘The term ‘flag of the United States’ as used in 

this section, shall include any flag, standard colors, en-

sign, or any picture or representation of either, or of 

any part or parts of either, made of any substance or 

represented on any substance, of any size evidently 

purporting to be either of said flag, standard, color, or 

ensign of the United States of America, or a picture or 

a representation of either, upon which shall be shown 

the colors, the stars and the stripes, in any number of 

either thereof, or of any part or parts of either, by 

which the average person seeing the same without de-

liberation may believe the same to represent the flag, 

standards, colors, or ensign of the United States of 

America.’’
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Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–131, § 3, added subsec. (d).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–547, § 1, Dec. 19, 2000, 114 Stat. 2738, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 716 and 1036 of 

this title] may be cited as the ‘Enhanced Federal Secu-

rity Act of 2000’.’’

SHORT TITLE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–131, § 1, Oct. 28, 1989, 103 Stat. 777, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section] may be cited as 

the ‘Flag Protection Act of 1989’.’’

§ 701. Official badges, identification cards, other 
insignia 

Whoever manufactures, sells, or possesses any 
badge, identification card, or other insignia, of 
the design prescribed by the head of any depart-
ment or agency of the United States for use by 
any officer or employee thereof, or any colorable 
imitation thereof, or photographs, prints, or in 
any other manner makes or executes any en-
graving, photograph, print, or impression in the 
likeness of any such badge, identification card, 
or other insignia, or any colorable imitation 
thereof, except as authorized under regulations 
made pursuant to law, shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than six months, or 
both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 731; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §§ 76a, 76b (June 29, 

1932, ch. 306, §§ 1, 2, 47 Stat. 342; May 22, 1939, ch. 141, 53 

Stat. 752). 

Sections were consolidated. 

The term ‘‘department or agency’’ was substituted 

for ‘‘department or independent office’’ in two places to 

embrace all properly constituted agencies as defined in 

section 6 of this title and to eliminate any possible am-

biguity as to scope of section. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $250’’. 

§ 702. Uniform of armed forces and Public Health 
Service 

Whoever, in any place within the jurisdiction 
of the United States or in the Canal Zone, with-
out authority, wears the uniform or a distinc-
tive part thereof or anything similar to a dis-
tinctive part of the uniform of any of the armed 
forces of the United States, Public Health Serv-
ice or any auxiliary of such, shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 732; May 24, 1949, 
ch. 139, § 15(a), 63 Stat. 91; Pub. L. 103–322, title 
XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1948 ACT 

Based on section 1393 of title 10, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 

Army and Air Force, and section 228 of title 42, U.S.C., 

1940 ed., The Public Health and Welfare (June 3, 1916, 

ch. 134, § 125, 39 Stat. 216 (2d paragraph); July 1, 1944, ch. 

373, § 510, 58 Stat. 711). 

‘‘Auxiliary of such’’ was inserted to extend protection 

to the uniforms of any auxiliary corps that may be es-

tablished. 

Fine of ‘‘$250’’ was substituted for ‘‘$300’’ as being 

more consonant with the penalties provided for similar 

offenses in this chapter. 

Minor changes of phraseology also were made. 

1949 ACT 

This section [section 15] inserts ‘‘armed forces’’ in the 

catch line and text of section 702 of title 18, U.S.C., and 

thereby includes the Air Force which was formerly part 

of the Army. (See note to sec. 5 [of 1949 Act, set out in 

Legislative History note under section 244 of title 18]). 

Also, it incorporates in such section the provisions of 

act of April 15, 1948 (ch. 188, 62 Stat. 172), which relates 

to this section as well as to section 1393 of title 10, 

U.S.C. (one of the sources of such sec. 701), as it existed 

at the time of the enactment of the revision of title 18 

and which was not incorporated in title 18 when the re-

vision was enacted. In this connection specific ref-

erence to the Canal Zone, Guam, American Samoa, and 

the Virgin Islands, as contained in such act of April 15, 

1948, were omitted as covered by the phrase, ‘‘in any 

place within the jurisdiction of the United States,’’ as 

used in this amendment of such section 702 of title 18, 

U.S.C.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of Canal Zone, referred to in text, see 

section 3602(b) of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Inter-

course. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $250’’. 

1949—Act May 24, 1949, inserted ‘‘armed forces’’ in 

lieu of enumerating specific branches in section catch-

line and text, and inserted ‘‘in any place within the ju-

risdiction of the United States or in the Canal Zone’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare redesig-

nated Secretary of Health and Human Services by Pub. 

L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 1979, 93 Stat. 695, which 

is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, Education.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Public Health Service, Surgeon General 

of Public Health Service, and all other officers and em-

ployees of Public Health Service, and functions of all 

agencies of or in Public Health Service transferred to 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare by Reorg. 

Plan No. 3 of 1966, eff. June 25, 1966, 31 F.R. 8855, 80 Stat. 

1610, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

§ 703. Uniform of friendly nation 

Whoever, within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, with intent to deceive or mislead, wears 
any naval, military, police, or other official uni-
form, decoration, or regalia of any foreign state, 
nation, or government with which the United 
States is at peace, or anything so nearly resem-
bling the same as to be calculated to deceive, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than six months, or both. 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 732; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on section 246 of title 22, U.S.C., 1940 ed., For-

eign Relations and Intercourse (July 8, 1918, ch. 138, 40 

Stat. 821). 

Words ‘‘upon conviction’’ were deleted as surplusage, 

since punishment cannot be imposed until a conviction 

is secured. 

Reference to territories or places subject to jurisdic-

tion of the United States was omitted in view of sec-

tion 5 of this title defining the term ‘‘United States.’’

Fine of ‘‘$250’’ was substituted for ‘‘$300’’ as being 

more consonant with the penalties provided for similar 

offenses in this chapter. 

Words ‘‘unless such wearing thereof be authorized by 

such state, nation, or government’’ were deleted as un-

necessary and undesirable since it is unthinkable that 

a friendly power would authorize such deceit. 

Minor changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $250’’. 

§ 704. Military medals or decorations 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Whoever knowingly pur-
chases, attempts to purchase, solicits for pur-
chase, mails, ships, imports, exports, produces 
blank certificates of receipt for, manufactures, 
sells, attempts to sell, advertises for sale, 
trades, barters, or exchanges for anything of 
value any decoration or medal authorized by 
Congress for the armed forces of the United 
States, or any of the service medals or badges 
awarded to the members of such forces, or the 
ribbon, button, or rosette of any such badge, 
decoration or medal, or any colorable imitation 
thereof, except when authorized under regula-
tions made pursuant to law, shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. 

(b) FRAUDULENT REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT RE-
CEIPT OF MILITARY DECORATIONS OR MEDALS.—
Whoever, with intent to obtain money, property, 
or other tangible benefit, fraudulently holds 
oneself out to be a recipient of a decoration or 
medal described in subsection (c)(2) or (d) shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned not more 
than one year, or both. 

(c) ENHANCED PENALTY FOR OFFENSES INVOLV-
ING CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If a decoration or medal in-
volved in an offense under subsection (a) is a 
Congressional Medal of Honor, in lieu of the 
punishment provided in that subsection, the 
offender shall be fined under this title, impris-
oned not more than 1 year, or both. 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘Congres-
sional Medal of Honor’’ means—

(A) a medal of honor awarded under sec-
tion 7271, 8291, or 9271 of title 10 or section 
491 1 of title 14; 

(B) a duplicate medal of honor issued 
under section 7284, 8306, or 9284 of title 10 or 
section 504 1 of title 14; or 

(C) a replacement of a medal of honor pro-
vided under section 7277, 8303, or 9277 of title 
10 or section 501 1 of title 14.

(d) ENHANCED PENALTY FOR OFFENSES INVOLV-
ING CERTAIN OTHER MEDALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If a decoration or medal in-
volved in an offense described in subsection (a) 
is a distinguished-service cross awarded under 
section 7272 of title 10, a Navy cross awarded 
under section 8292 of title 10, an Air Force 
cross awarded under section 9272 of title 10, a 
silver star awarded under section 7276, 8294, or 
9276 of title 10, a Purple Heart awarded under 
section 1129 of title 10, a combat badge, or any 
replacement or duplicate medal for such 
medal as authorized by law, in lieu of the pun-
ishment provided in the applicable subsection, 
the offender shall be fined under this title, im-
prisoned not more than 1 year, or both. 

(2) COMBAT BADGE DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘combat badge’’ means a 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Combat Action 
Badge, Combat Medical Badge, Combat Action 
Ribbon, or Combat Action Medal. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 732; May 24, 1949, 
ch. 139, § 16, 63 Stat. 92; Pub. L. 103–322, title 
XXXII, § 320109, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2113, 2146; Pub. L. 103–442, Nov. 
2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4630; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, 
§ 604(b)(16), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3507; Pub. L. 
107–107, div. A, title V, § 553(e), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 
Stat. 1117; Pub. L. 109–437, § 3, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 
Stat. 3266; Pub. L. 113–12, § 2, June 3, 2013, 127 
Stat. 448; Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 809(e)(1), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1841.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1948 ACT 

Based on section 1425 of title 10, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 

Army and Air Force (Feb. 24, 1923, ch. 110, 42 Stat. 1286; 

Apr. 21, 1928, ch. 392, 45 Stat. 437). 
Section was made to cover the decorations and med-

als of the Navy Department as well as the War Depart-

ment. 
Minor changes were made in phraseology. 

1949 ACT 

This section [section 16] clarifies the wording of sec-

tion 704 of title 18, U.S.C., to embrace all service deco-

rations awarded to members of the armed forces wheth-

er by the Army, Navy, Air Force, or other branch of 

such forces. (See note to sec. 5 [of 1949 Act, set out in 

Legislative History note under section 244 of title 18]).

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 491, 501, and 504 of title 14, referred to in sub-

sec. (c)(2), were redesignated sections 2732, 2745, and 

2733, respectively, of title 14 by Pub. L. 115–282, title I, 

§ 116(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4226, and references to sec-

tions 491, 501, and 504 of title 14 deemed to refer to such 

redesignated sections, see section 123(b)(1) of Pub. L. 

115–282, set out as a References to Sections of Title 14 

as Redesignated by Pub. L. 115–282 note preceding sec-

tion 101 of Title 14, Coast Guard. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (c)(2)(A). Pub. L. 115–232, § 809(e)(1)(A)(i), 

substituted ‘‘section 7271, 8291, or 9271 of title 10’’ for 

‘‘section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10’’. 
Subsec. (c)(2)(B). Pub. L. 115–232, § 809(e)(1)(A)(ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 7284, 8306, or 9284 of title 10’’ for ‘‘sec-

tion 3754, 6256, or 8754 of title 10’’. 
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Subsec. (c)(2)(C). Pub. L. 115–232, § 809(e)(1)(A)(iii), 

substituted ‘‘section 7277, 8303, or 9277 of title 10’’ for 

‘‘section 3747, 6253, or 8747 of title 10’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 115–232, § 809(e)(1)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘section 7272 of title 10’’ for ‘‘section 3742 of 

title 10’’, ‘‘section 8292 of title 10’’ for ‘‘section 6242 of 

title 10’’, ‘‘section 9272 of title 10’’ for ‘‘section 8742 of 

section 10’’, and ‘‘section 7276, 8294, or 9276 of title 10’’ 

for ‘‘section 3746, 6244, or 8746 of title 10’’. 

2013—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–12, § 2(a)(1), struck out 

‘‘wears,’’ after ‘‘Whoever knowingly’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 113–12, § 2(a)(2), amended subsec. 

(b) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: 

‘‘Whoever falsely represents himself or herself, verbally 

or in writing, to have been awarded any decoration or 

medal authorized by Congress for the Armed Forces of 

the United States, any of the service medals or badges 

awarded to the members of such forces, the ribbon, but-

ton, or rosette of any such badge, decoration, or medal, 

or any colorable imitation of such item shall be fined 

under this title, imprisoned not more than six months, 

or both.’’

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 113–12, § 2(c), struck out ‘‘or 

(b)’’ after ‘‘subsection (a)’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 113–12, § 2(b), designated existing 

provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, inserted ‘‘a 

combat badge,’’ after ‘‘1129 of title 10,’’, and added par. 

(2). 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 113–12, § 2(c), struck out ‘‘or 

(b)’’ after ‘‘subsection (a)’’. 

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–437, § 3(a), substituted 

‘‘purchases, attempts to purchase, solicits for purchase, 

mails, ships, imports, exports, produces blank certifi-

cates of receipt for, manufactures, sells, attempts to 

sell, advertises for sale, trades, barters, or exchanges 

for anything of value’’ for ‘‘manufactures, or sells’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–437, § 3(b)(2), added subsec. (b). 

Former subsec. (b) redesignated (c). 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–437, § 3(b)(1), (d)(1), redesig-

nated subsec. (b) as (c) and inserted ‘‘Enhanced Penalty 

for Offenses Involving’’ before ‘‘Congressional Medal of 

Honor’’ in heading. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 109–437, § 3(b)(3), inserted ‘‘or 

(b)’’ after ‘‘subsection (a)’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 109–437, § 3(d)(2), added par. (2) 

and struck out former par. (2) which defined ‘‘sells’’ and 

‘‘Congressional Medal of Honor’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–437, § 3(c), added subsec. (d). 

2001—Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 107–107 amended sub-

par. (B) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (B) 

read as follows: ‘‘As used in this subsection, ‘Congres-

sional Medal of Honor’ means a medal awarded under 

section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10.’’

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–294 amended Pub. L. 

103–322, § 320109(1). See 1994 Amendment note below. 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–322, §§ 320109(2), 

330016(1)(E), amended subsec. (a) identically, sub-

stituting ‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more 

than $250’’. 

Pub. L. 103–322, § 320109(1), as amended by Pub. L. 

104–294, § 604(b)(16), designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and inserted heading. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–322, § 320109(3), added subsec. 

(b). 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 103–442 inserted ‘‘, 6241, or 

8741’’ after ‘‘3741’’. 

1949—Act May 24, 1949, covered all service decorations 

awarded members of the armed forces by any of the 

armed services.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

REFERENCES TO SECTIONS OF TITLE 14 AS 

REDESIGNATED BY PUB. L. 115–282

Sections 491, 501, and 504 of title 14 redesignated sec-

tions 2732, 2745, and 2733, respectively, of title 14 by 

Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 116(b), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 

4226, and references to sections 491, 501, and 504 of title 

14 deemed to refer to such redesignated sections, see 

section 123(b)(1) of Pub. L. 115–282, set out as a note pre-

ceding section 101 of Title 14, Coast Guard. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Feb. 1, 2019, 

with provision for the coordination of amendments and 

special rule for certain redesignations, see section 800 

of Pub. L. 115–232, set out as a note preceding section 

3001 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–294 effective Sept. 13, 1994, 

see section 604(d) of Pub. L. 104–294, set out as a note 

under section 13 of this title. 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 109–437, § 2, Dec. 20, 2006, 120 Stat. 3266, pro-

vided that: ‘‘Congress makes the following findings: 

‘‘(1) Fraudulent claims surrounding the receipt of 

the Medal of Honor, the distinguished-service cross, 

the Navy cross, the Air Force cross, the Purple Heart, 

and other decorations and medals awarded by the 

President or the Armed Forces of the United States 

damage the reputation and meaning of such decora-

tions and medals. 

‘‘(2) Federal law enforcement officers have limited 

ability to prosecute fraudulent claims of receipt of 

military decorations and medals. 

‘‘(3) Legislative action is necessary to permit law 

enforcement officers to protect the reputation and 

meaning of military decorations and medals.’’

§ 705. Badge or medal of veterans’ organizations 

Whoever knowingly manufactures, reproduces, 
sells or purchases for resale, either separately or 
on or appended to, any article of merchandise 
manufactured or sold, any badge, medal, em-
blem, or other insignia or any colorable imita-
tion thereof, of any veterans’ organization in-
corporated by enactment of Congress, or of any 
organization formally recognized by any such 
veterans’ organization as an auxiliary of such 
veterans’ organization, or knowingly prints, 
lithographs, engraves or otherwise reproduces 
on any poster, circular, periodical, magazine, 
newspaper, or other publication, or circulates or 
distributes any such printed matter bearing a 
reproduction of such badge, medal, emblem, or 
other insignia or any colorable imitation there-
of, except when authorized under rules and regu-
lations prescribed by any such organization, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than six months, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 732; Aug. 4, 1950, 
ch. 578, 64 Stat. 413; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 76e (June 25, 1940, 

ch. 426, 54 Stat. 571). 

Words beginning the section are from the punishment 

provision of last sentence which was itself rewritten 

without surplusage. 

Changes were made in phraseology.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $250’’. 

1950—Act Aug. 4, 1950, brought within the protection 

of this section emblems, badges, or insignia of auxil-

iary organizations of veteran’s organizations incor-

porated by an act of Congress. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsections’’. 

§ 706. Red Cross 

Whoever wears or displays the sign of the Red 
Cross or any insignia colored in imitation there-
of for the fraudulent purpose of inducing the be-
lief that he is a member of or an agent for the 
American National Red Cross; or 

Whoever, whether a corporation, association 
or person, other than the American National 
Red Cross and its duly authorized employees and 
agents and the sanitary and hospital authorities 
of the armed forces of the United States, uses 
the emblem of the Greek red cross on a white 
ground, or any sign or insignia made or colored 
in imitation thereof or the words ‘‘Red Cross’’ or 
‘‘Geneva Cross’’ or any combination of these 
words—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than six months, or both. 

This section shall not make unlawful the use 
of any such emblem, sign, insignia or words 
which was lawful on the date of enactment of 
this title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 732; May 24, 1949, 
ch. 139, § 17, 63 Stat. 92; Pub. L. 103–322, title 
XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1948 ACT 

Based on section 4 of title 36, Patriotic Societies and 

Observances (Jan. 5, 1905, ch. 23, § 4, 33 Stat. 600; June 

23, 1910, ch. 372, § 1, 36 Stat. 604). 

False personation provision in first part of section 

was omitted here and incorporated in section 917 of this 

title. 

Words of punishment ‘‘$250’’ and ‘‘six months’’ were 

substituted for ‘‘$500’’ and ‘‘one year’’ respectively as 

more consonant with penalties provided for similar of-

fenses in this chapter. (See sections 701, 704, 705 of this 

title.) 

Punishment provisions were also changed to omit ref-

erence to ‘‘misdemeanor’’ in view of definitive section 

1 of this title. 

Words ‘‘upon conviction thereof’’ were omitted as 

surplusage, because punishment can only be imposed 

after conviction. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 

1949 ACT 

This section [section 17] clarifies the wording of sec-

tion 706 of title 18, U.S.C., to embrace all service sani-

tary units whether belonging to the Army, Navy, Air 

Force, or other branches of the Armed services. (See 

note to sec. 5 [of 1949 Act, set out in Legislative History 

note under section 244 of title 18]).

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this title, referred to in 

text, means June 25, 1948. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $250’’ in third par. 

1949—Act May 24, 1949, included all service sanitary 

units. 

§ 706a. Geneva distinctive emblems 

(a) Whoever wears or displays the sign of the 
Red Crescent or the Third Protocol Emblem (the 
Red Crystal), or any insignia colored in imita-
tion thereof for the fraudulent purpose of induc-

ing the belief that he is a member of or an agent 
for an authorized national society using the Red 
Crescent or the Third Protocol Emblem, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, or 
the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than 6 months, or 
both. 

(b) Except as set forth in section 1 (c) and (d), 
whoever, whether a corporation, association, or 
person, uses the emblem of the Red Crescent or 
the Third Protocol Emblem on a white ground 
or any sign or insignia made or colored in imita-
tion thereof or the designations ‘‘Red Crescent’’ 
or ‘‘Third Protocol Emblem’’ shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than 6 
months, or both. 

(c) The following may use such emblems and 
designations consistent with the Geneva Con-
ventions of August 12, 1949, and, if applicable, 
the Additional Protocols: 

(1) Authorized national societies that are 
members of the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and 
their duly authorized employees and agents. 

(2) The International Committee of the Red 
Cross and its duly authorized employees and 
agents. 

(3) The International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and its duly 
authorized employees and agents. 

(4) The sanitary and hospital authorities of 
the armed forces of State Parties to the Gene-
va Conventions of August 12, 1949.

(d) This section does not make unlawful the 
use of any such emblem, sign, insignia, or words 
which was lawful on or before December 8, 2005, 
if such use would not appear in time of armed 
conflict to confer the protections of the Geneva 
Conventions of August 12, 1949, and, if applica-
ble, the Additional Protocols. 

(e) A violation of this section or section 706 
may be enjoined at the civil suit of the Attorney 
General. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–481, § 2(a), Jan. 12, 2007, 120 
Stat. 3673.) 

[§ 707. Repealed. Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title X, 
§ 1002(3), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2155] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 733; Pub. L. 

103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 

Stat. 2146, penalized the fraudulent use of the 4–H club 

emblem. 

[§ 708. Repealed. Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title X, 
§ 1002(4), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2155] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 733; Oct. 31, 

1951, ch. 655, § 21a, 65 Stat. 719; Pub. L. 103–322, title 

XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2146, pe-

nalized certain uses of the Swiss Confederation coat of 

arms. 

§ 709. False advertising or misuse of names to in-
dicate Federal agency 

Whoever, except as permitted by the laws of 
the United States, uses the words ‘‘national’’, 
‘‘Federal’’, ‘‘United States’’, ‘‘reserve’’, or ‘‘De-
posit Insurance’’ as part of the business or firm 
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name of a person, corporation, partnership, busi-
ness trust, association or other business entity 
engaged in the banking, loan, building and loan, 
brokerage, factorage, insurance, indemnity, sav-
ings or trust business; or 

Whoever falsely advertises or represents, or 
publishes or displays any sign, symbol or adver-
tisement reasonably calculated to convey the 
impression that a nonmember bank, banking as-
sociation, firm or partnership is a member of 
the Federal reserve system; or 

Whoever, except as expressly authorized by 
Federal law, uses the words ‘‘Federal Deposit’’, 
‘‘Federal Deposit Insurance’’, or ‘‘Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation’’ or a combination 
of any three of these words, as the name or a 
part thereof under which he or it does business, 
or advertises or otherwise represents falsely by 
any device whatsoever that his or its deposit li-
abilities, obligations, certificates, or shares are 
insured or guaranteed by the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation, or by the United States or 
by any instrumentality thereof, or whoever ad-
vertises that his or its deposits, shares, or ac-
counts are federally insured, or falsely adver-
tises or otherwise represents by any device 
whatsoever the extent to which or the manner 
in which the deposit liabilities of an insured 
bank or banks are insured by the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation; or 

Whoever, other than a bona fide organization 
or association of Federal or State credit unions 
or except as permitted by the laws of the United 
States, uses as a firm or business name or trans-
acts business using the words ‘‘National Credit 
Union’’, ‘‘National Credit Union Administra-
tion’’, ‘‘National Credit Union Board’’, ‘‘Na-
tional Credit Union Share Insurance Fund’’, 
‘‘Share Insurance’’, or ‘‘Central Liquidity Facil-
ity’’, or the letters ‘‘NCUA’’, ‘‘NCUSIF’’, or 
‘‘CLF’’, or any other combination or variation of 
those words or letters alone or with other words 
or letters, or any device or symbol or other 
means, reasonably calculated to convey the 
false impression that such name or business has 
some connection with, or authorization from, 
the National Credit Union Administration, the 
Government of the United States, or any agency 
thereof, which does not in fact exist, or falsely 
advertises or otherwise represents by any device 
whatsoever that his or its business, product, or 
service has been in any way endorsed, author-
ized, or approved by the National Credit Union 
Administration, the Government of the United 
States, or any agency thereof, or falsely adver-
tises or otherwise represents by any device 
whatsoever that his or its deposit liabilities, ob-
ligations, certificates, shares, or accounts are 
insured under the Federal Credit Union Act or 
by the United States or any instrumentality 
thereof, or being an insured credit union as de-
fined in that Act falsely advertises or otherwise 
represents by any device whatsoever the extent 
to which or the manner in which share holdings 
in such credit union are insured under such Act; 
or 

Whoever, not being organized under chapter 7 
of Title 12, advertises or represents that it 
makes Federal Farm loans or advertises or of-
fers for sale as Federal Farm loan bonds any 
bond not issued under chapter 7 of Title 12, or 

uses the word ‘‘Federal’’ or the words ‘‘United 
States’’ or any other words implying Govern-
ment ownership, obligation or supervision in ad-
vertising or offering for sale any bond, note, 
mortgage or other security not issued by the 
Government of the United States under the pro-
visions of said chapter 7 or some other Act of 
Congress; or 

Whoever uses the words ‘‘Federal Home Loan 
Bank’’ or any combination or variation of these 
words alone or with other words as a business 
name or part of a business name, or falsely pub-
lishes, advertises or represents by any device or 
symbol or other means reasonably calculated to 
convey the impression that he or it is a Federal 
Home Loan Bank or member of or subscriber for 
the stock of a Federal Home Loan Bank; or 

Whoever uses the words ‘‘Federal intermediate 
credit bank’’ as part of the business or firm 
name for any person, corporation, partnership, 
business trust, association or other business en-
tity not organized as an intermediate credit 
bank under the laws of the United States; or 

Whoever uses as a firm or business name the 
words ‘‘Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment’’, ‘‘Housing and Home Finance Agency’’, 
‘‘Federal Housing Administration’’, ‘‘Govern-
ment National Mortgage Association’’, ‘‘United 
States Housing Authority’’, or ‘‘Public Housing 
Administration’’ or the letters ‘‘HUD’’, ‘‘FHA’’, 
‘‘PHA’’, or ‘‘USHA’’, or any combination or vari-
ation of those words or the letters ‘‘HUD’’, 
‘‘FHA’’, ‘‘PHA’’, or ‘‘USHA’’ alone or with other 
words or letters reasonably calculated to convey 
the false impression that such name or business 
has some connection with, or authorization 
from, the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency, the Federal Housing Administration, 
the Government National Mortgage Association, 
the United States Housing Authority, the Public 
Housing Administration, the Government of the 
United States, or any agency thereof, which 
does not in fact exist, or falsely claims that any 
repair, improvement, or alteration of any exist-
ing structure is required or recommended by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, 
the Housing and Home Finance Agency, the Fed-
eral Housing Administration, the Government 
National Mortgage Association, the United 
States Housing Authority, the Public Housing 
Administration, the Government of the United 
States, or any agency thereof, for the purpose of 
inducing any person to enter into a contract for 
the making of such repairs, alterations, or im-
provements, or falsely advertises or falsely rep-
resents by any device whatsoever that any hous-
ing unit, project, business, or product has been 
in any way endorsed, authorized, inspected, ap-
praised, or approved by the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, the Housing and 
Home Finance Agency, the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration, the Government National Mort-
gage Association, the United States Housing Au-
thority, the Public Housing Administration, the 
Government of the United States, or any agency 
thereof; or 

Whoever, except with the written permission 
of the Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, knowingly uses the words ‘‘Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’’ or the initials ‘‘F.B.I.’’, 
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or any colorable imitation of such words or ini-
tials, in connection with any advertisement, cir-
cular, book, pamphlet or other publication, 
play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, or 
other production, in a manner reasonably cal-
culated to convey the impression that such ad-
vertisement, circular, book, pamphlet or other 
publication, play, motion picture, broadcast, 
telecast, or other production, is approved, en-
dorsed, or authorized by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation; or 

Whoever, except with written permission of 
the Director of the United States Secret Serv-
ice, knowingly uses the words ‘‘Secret Service’’, 
‘‘Secret Service Uniformed Division’’, the ini-
tials ‘‘U.S.S.S.’’, ‘‘U.D.’’, or any colorable imita-
tion of such words or initials, in connection 
with, or as a part of any advertisement, circular, 
book, pamphlet or other publication, play, mo-
tion picture, broadcast, telecast, other produc-
tion, product, or item, in a manner reasonably 
calculated to convey the impression that such 
advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet or 
other publication, product, or item, is approved, 
endorsed, or authorized by or associated in any 
manner with, the United States Secret Service, 
or the United States Secret Service Uniformed 
Division; or 

Whoever, except with the written permission 
of the Director of the United States Mint, know-
ingly uses the words ‘‘United States Mint’’ or 
‘‘U.S. Mint’’ or any colorable imitation of such 
words, in connection with any advertisement, 
circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication, 
play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, or 
other production, in a manner reasonably cal-
culated to convey the impression that such ad-
vertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other 
publication, play, motion picture, broadcast, 
telecast, or other production, is approved, en-
dorsed, or authorized by or associated in any 
manner with, the United States Mint; or 

Whoever uses the words ‘‘United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation’’ or 
‘‘DFC’’ as part of the business or firm name of 
a person, corporation, partnership, business 
trust, association, or business entity; or 

Whoever, except with the written permission 
of the Administrator of the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, knowingly uses the words 
‘‘Drug Enforcement Administration’’ or the ini-
tials ‘‘DEA’’ or any colorable imitation of such 
words or initials, in connection with any adver-
tisement, circular, book, pamphlet, software or 
other publication, play, motion picture, broad-
cast, telecast, or other production, in a manner 
reasonably calculated to convey the impression 
that such advertisement, circular, book, pam-
phlet, software or other publication, play, mo-
tion picture, broadcast, telecast, or other pro-
duction is approved, endorsed, or authorized by 
the Drug Enforcement Administration; or 

Whoever, except with the written permission 
of the Director of the United States Marshals 
Service, knowingly uses the words ‘‘United 
States Marshals Service’’, ‘‘U.S. Marshals Serv-
ice’’, ‘‘United States Marshal’’, ‘‘U.S. Marshal’’, 
‘‘U.S.M.S.’’, or any colorable imitation of any 
such words, or the likeness of a United States 
Marshals Service badge, logo, or insignia on any 
item of apparel, in connection with any adver-

tisement, circular, book, pamphlet, software, or 
other publication, or any play, motion picture, 
broadcast, telecast, or other production, in a 
manner that is reasonably calculated to convey 
the impression that the wearer of the item of 
apparel is acting pursuant to the legal authority 
of the United States Marshals Service, or to 
convey the impression that such advertisement, 
circular, book, pamphlet, software, or other pub-
lication, or such play, motion picture, broad-
cast, telecast, or other production, is approved, 
endorsed, or authorized by the United States 
Marshals Service; 

Shall be punished as follows: a corporation, 
partnership, business trust, association, or other 
business entity, by a fine under this title; an of-
ficer or member thereof participating or know-
ingly acquiescing in such violation or any indi-
vidual violating this section, by a fine under 
this title or imprisonment for not more than 
one year, or both. 

This section shall not make unlawful the use 
of any name or title which was lawful on the 
date of enactment of this title. 

This section shall not make unlawful the use 
of the word ‘‘national’’ as part of the name of 
any business or firm engaged in the insurance or 
indemnity business, whether such firm was en-
gaged in the insurance or indemnity business 
prior or subsequent to the date of enactment of 
this paragraph. 

A violation of this section may be enjoined at 
the suit of the United States Attorney, upon 
complaint by any duly authorized representa-
tive of any department or agency of the United 
States. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 733; Sept. 21, 1950, 
ch. 967, § 3(a), 64 Stat. 894; Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 655, 
§ 22, 65 Stat. 719; July 3, 1952, ch. 547, 66 Stat. 321; 
Aug. 2, 1954, ch. 649, title I, § 131, 68 Stat. 609; 
Aug. 27, 1954, ch. 1008, 68 Stat. 867; Pub. L. 90–19, 
§ 24(b), May 25, 1967, 81 Stat. 27; Pub. L. 90–448, 
title VIII, § 807(i), Aug. 1, 1968, 82 Stat. 545; Pub. 
L. 91–468, § 5, Oct. 19, 1970, 84 Stat. 1016; Pub. L. 
95–630, title XVIII, § 1804, Nov. 10, 1978, 92 Stat. 
3723; Pub. L. 99–204, § 16, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 
1676; Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7079(a), Nov. 18, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4406; Pub. L. 102–390, title II, § 223, 
Oct. 6, 1992, 106 Stat. 1629; Pub. L. 103–322, title 
XXXII, § 320911(a), title XXXIII, §§ 330004(3), 
330016(2)(C), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2127, 2141, 
2148; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, §§ 602(a), 604(b)(19), 
(41), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3503, 3507, 3509; Pub. 
L. 105–184, § 7, June 23, 1998, 112 Stat. 522; Pub. L. 
107–273, div. B, title IV, § 4002(a)(10), Nov. 2, 2002, 
116 Stat. 1807; Pub. L. 115–254, div. F, title VI, 
§ 1470(g), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3516.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on sections 264(v)(1), 583, 584, 585, 586, 587, 1128, 

1318, 1441(d), 1731(d) of title 12, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Banks 

and Banking, section 616(d) of title 15, U.S.C., 1940 ed., 

Commerce and Trade, and section 1426 of title 42, 

U.S.C., 1940 ed., The Public Health and Welfare (R.S. 

§ 5243; Dec. 23, 1913, ch. 6, § 12B(v), as added June 16, 1933, 

ch. 89, § 8, 48 Stat. 178; July 17, 1916, ch. 245, § 211h, as 

added Mar. 4, 1923, ch. 252, § 2, 42 Stat. 1461; Mar. 4, 1923, 

ch. 252, title II, § 216, 42 Stat. 1471; May 24, 1926, ch. 377, 

§§ 1–4, 44 Stat. 628; Jan. 22, 1932, ch. 8, § 16(d), 47 Stat. 12; 

July 22, 1932, ch. 522, § 21, 47 Stat. 738; June 27, 1934, ch. 

847, § 512, 48 Stat. 1265; Aug. 23, 1935, ch. 614, §§ 101, 203a, 

318, 332, 49 Stat. 684, 704, 712, 719; Apr. 21, 1936, ch. 244, 
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49 Stat. 1237; Sept. 1, 1937, ch. 896, § 26, 50 Stat. 899; Feb. 

3, 1938, ch. 13, §§ 9, 10, 52 Stat. 24, 25; June 28, 1941, ch. 

261, § 10, 55 Stat. 365). 

Numerous sections were consolidated with changes 

both of phraseology and substance necessary to effect 

consolidation. 

The proviso of section 585 of said title 12 was omitted, 

since the consolidated section obviously cannot be con-

strued as forbidding Federal agencies, boards, and cor-

porations from using their legal names. The right to 

continue the use of a name, lawful on the effective date 

of this section, is preserved. 

Last paragraph is based upon section 587 of said title 

12. Words ‘‘At the suit of’’ were substituted for ‘‘at the 

instance of’’. United States Attorneys are the chief law 

officers of the districts. United States v. Smith, 1895, 15 

S. Ct. 846, 158 U.S. 346, 39 L. Ed. 1011; McKay v. Rogers, 

C. C. A. Okl. 1936, 82 F. 2d 795. Federal courts will not 

recognize suits on behalf of the United States unless 

the Government is represented by a United States At-

torney. Confiscation cases, La. 1868, 7 Wall. 454, 19 L. 

Ed. 196. 

The words ‘‘any duly authorized representative of 

any department or agency of the United States’’ were 

substituted for the enumeration of agencies which may 

make complaint thus making the provision more flexi-

ble and less cumbersome. 

This consolidated section reconciles the disparities 

and inconsistencies of 12 sections; thus providing a har-

monious scheme for the punishment of similar offenses. 

The punishment provision was drawn from section 587 

of title 12, U.S.C., 1940 ed., Banks and Banking, but is 

in substance and effect the same as in sections 264v(1), 

1441(d) and 1731(d) of said title 12, but the civil penalty 

of $50 per day which was in sections 583, 1128, and 1318 

of said title 12, was omitted as inconsistent with later 

acts dealing with similar offenses. Too often actions to 

recover civil penalties result in judgments which can-

not be collected, and yet as long as they remain uncol-

lected they clog the administration of justice. 

It was necessary to substitute a fine in place of a $50 

per diem penalty for business entities embraced in sec-

tions 583, 1128, and 1318 of said title 12, and fine and im-

prisonment for individuals responsible for such viola-

tions. Similarly the penalty of $1,000 fine in section 1426 

of title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, was changed 

to permit alternative fine or imprisonment for individ-

uals responsible for violation.

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Credit Union Act, referred to in text, is 

act June 26, 1934, ch. 750, 48 Stat. 1216, as amended, 

which is classified generally to chapter 14 (§ 1751 et seq.) 

of Title 12, Banks and Banking. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1751 of Title 

12 and Tables. 

Chapter 7 of Title 12, referred to in text, which con-

tained the Federal Farm Loan Act (act July 17, 1916, ch. 

245, 39 Stat. 360) as amended, was classified principally 

to section 641 et seq. of Title 12. The Federal Farm 

Loan Act, as amended, was repealed by section 5.26(a) 

of the Farm Credit Act of 1971, Pub. L. 92–181, Dec. 10, 

1971, 85 Stat. 624. Section 5.26(a) of the Farm Credit Act 

of 1971 also provided that all references in other legisla-

tion to the Acts repealed thereby ‘‘shall be deemed to 

refer to comparable provisions of this Act’’. For further 

details, see notes under section 2001 of Title 12. For 

complete classification of the Federal Farm Loan Act 

to the Code prior to such repeal, see Tables. 

The date of enactment of this title, referred to in fif-

teenth par., means June 25, 1948. 

The date of enactment of this paragraph, referred to 

in penultimate par., means July 3, 1952. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–254, in twelfth par., substituted 

‘‘ ‘United States International Development Finance 

Corporation’ or ‘DFC’ ’’ for ‘‘ ‘Overseas Private Invest-

ment’, ‘Overseas Private Investment Corporation’, or 

‘OPIC’,’’. 
2002—Pub. L. 107–273, in thirteenth par., substituted 

‘‘Whoever’’ for ‘‘A person who’’ and inserted ‘‘or’’ at 

end. 
1998—Pub. L. 105–184 inserted fourteenth par. that ex-

tended prohibitions of section to unauthorized use of 

term ‘‘United States Marshals Service’’ or any 

colorable imitation, or likeness of a United States Mar-

shals Service badge, logo, or insignia on any item of ap-

parel. 
1996—Pub. L. 104–294, § 604(b)(41), amended directory 

language of Pub. L. 103–322, § 330004(3). See 1994 Amend-

ment note below. 
Pub. L. 104–294, § 604(b)(19), amended directory lan-

guage of Pub. L. 103–322, § 320911(a). See 1994 Amend-

ment notes below. 
Pub. L. 104–294, § 602(a), which directed amendment of 

this section by striking out ‘‘Whoever uses as a firm or 

business name the words ‘Reconstruction Finance Cor-

poration’ or any combination or variation of these 

words—’’, could not be executed because that language 

did not appear in text subsequent to amendment by 

Pub. L. 103–322, § 330004(3), as amended. See 1994 Amend-

ment note below. 
1994—Pub. L. 103–322, § 330016(2)(C), substituted ‘‘fine 

under this title’’ for ‘‘fine of not more than $1,000’’ in 

two places in par. relating to punishment. 
Pub. L. 103–322, § 330004(3), struck out seventh par. 

which read as follows: ‘‘Whoever uses the words ‘Na-

tional Agricultural Credit Corporation’ as part of the 

business or firm name of a person, corporation, part-

nership, business trust, association or other business 

entity not organized under the laws of the United 

States as a National Agricultural Credit Corporation; 

or’’. 
Pub. L. 103–322, § 330004(3), as amended by Pub. L. 

104–294, § 604(b)(41), struck out fourteenth par. which 

read as follows: ‘‘Whoever uses as a firm or business 

name the words ‘Reconstruction Finance Corporation’ 

or any combination or variation of these words—’’. 
Pub. L. 103–322, § 320911(a)(2), as amended by Pub. L. 

104–294, § 604(b)(19), which directed the insertion of a 

new par. relating to use of the words ‘‘Drug Enforce-

ment Administration’’ or the initials ‘‘DEA’’ after the 

fourteenth unnumbered par. was executed by inserting 

such par. after the twelfth par. relating to the Overseas 

Private Investment Corporation, to reflect the probable 

intent of Congress and amendments by Pub. L. 103–322, 

§ 330004(3). See above. 
Pub. L. 103–322, § 320911(a)(1), as amended by Pub. L. 

104–294, § 604(b)(19), which directed the substitution of 

‘‘words; or’’ for ‘‘words—’’ in the fourteenth unnum-

bered par., could not be executed because that par. was 

struck out by Pub. L. 103–322, § 330004(3). See above. 
1992—Pub. L. 102–390 inserted par. prohibiting unau-

thorized use of the terms ‘‘United States Mint’’ or 

‘‘U.S. Mint’’. 
1988—Pub. L. 100–690 inserted provision prohibiting 

unauthorized use of words ‘‘Secret Service’’ or ‘‘Secret 

Service Uniformed Division’’, the initials ‘‘U.S.S.S.’’ or 

‘‘U.D.’’, or other colorable imitation of such words or 

initials. 
1985—Pub. L. 99–204 extended prohibitions of this sec-

tion to use of ‘‘Overseas Private Investment’’, ‘‘Over-

seas Private Investment Corporation’’ and ‘‘OPIC’’. 
1978—Pub. L. 95–630 in fourth par., inserted provisions 

expanding the scope of the prohibition to include any-

one, other than a bona fide organization or association 

of Federal or State credit unions or except as permitted 

by the laws of the United States, who misuses a firm or 

business name or transacts business using ‘‘National 

Credit Union’’, ‘‘National Credit Union Administra-

tion’’, ‘‘National Credit Union Board’’, ‘‘National Cred-

it Union Share Insurance Fund’’, ‘‘Share Insurance’’, or 

‘‘Central Liquidity Facility’’, or ‘‘NCUA’’, ‘‘NCUSIF’’, 

or ‘‘CLF’’, or any other combination or variation of 

those words or letters reasonably calculated to convey 

the false impression that such name or business has 
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some connection with or authorization from the Na-

tional Credit Union Administration, the Government of 

the United States, or any agency thereof or represents 

by any device whatsoever that his business, product, or 

service is in any way endorsed, authorized, or approved 

or that he is in any way insured by the National Credit 

Union Administration, the Government of the United 

States, or any agency thereof. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–468 extended prohibition of this sec-

tion to include practices which would falsely represent 

that assets are insured by the Federal Credit Union 

Act. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–448, in ninth par., substituted ‘‘Gov-

ernment National Mortgage Association’’ for ‘‘Federal 

National Mortgage Association’’ wherever appearing. 

1967—Pub. L. 90–19 extended prohibition of ninth par. 

to misuse of names ‘‘Department of Housing and Urban 

Development’’ and ‘‘United States Housing Authority’’ 

and symbols ‘‘HUD’’, ‘‘PHA’’, and ‘‘USHA’’. 

1954—Act Aug. 27, 1954, brought the use of the name 

or initials of the Federal Bureau of Investigation with-

in the ban of the section. 

Act Aug. 2, 1954, in ninth par., inserted references to 

the Housing and Home Finance Agency, the Federal 

National Mortgage Association, and FHA, and inserted 

provisions relating to false claims made with respect to 

repairs, alterations, or improvements. 

1952—Act July 3, 1952, permitted use of ‘‘national’’ as 

a part of the name of an insurance or indemnity com-

pany in penultimate par. 

1951—Act Oct. 31, 1951, in ninth par., inserted ‘‘Public 

Housing Administration’’ in lieu of ‘‘United States 

Housing Authority’’, and inserted ‘‘Public Housing Ad-

ministration,’’ after ‘‘Federal Housing Administra-

tion’’. 

1950—Act Sept. 21, 1950, in third par., made subject to 

provisions of this section whoever advertises that his 

or its deposit liabilities, obligations, certificates, or 

shares are federally insured.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–254 effective at the end of 

the transition period, as defined in section 9681 of Title 

22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse, see section 

1470(w) of Pub. L. 115–254, set out as a note under sec-

tion 905 of Title 2, The Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 604(b)(19), (41) of Pub. L. 

104–294 effective Sept. 13, 1994, see section 604(d) of Pub. 

L. 104–294, set out as a note under section 13 of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXII, § 320911(b), Sept. 13, 1994, 

108 Stat. 2128, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 

subsection (a) [amending this section] shall become ef-

fective on the date that is 90 days after the date of en-

actment of this Act [Sept. 13, 1994].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–690, title VII, § 7079(b), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 

Stat. 4406, provided that: ‘‘This section [amending this 

section] shall take effect 90 days after the date of en-

actment of this Act [Nov. 18, 1988].’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–630 effective Oct. 1, 1979, 

see section 1806 of Pub. L. 95–630, set out as an Effective 

Date note under section 1795 of Title 12, Banks and 

Banking. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–448 effective from and after 

a date, no more than 120 days following Aug. 1, 1968, as 

established by the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-

velopment, see section 808 of Pub. L. 90–448, set out as 

an Effective Date note under section 1716b of Title 12, 

Banks and Banking. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1950 AMENDMENT 

Act Sept. 21, 1950, ch. 967, § 3(b), 64 Stat. 894, provided 

that: ‘‘The amendment made by subsection (a) of this 

section [amending this section] shall become effective 

on January 1, 1951.’’

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of the functions, personnel, assets, and 

obligations of the United States Secret Service, includ-

ing the functions of the Secretary of the Treasury re-

lating thereto, to the Secretary of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

381, 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Security, 

and the Department of Homeland Security Reorganiza-

tion Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set out as 

a note under section 542 of Title 6. 
Functions, powers, and duties of Housing and Home 

Finance Agency, Federal Housing Administration, and 

Public Housing Authority transferred to Secretary of 

Housing and Urban Development who was authorized to 

delegate such functions, powers, and duties to such offi-

cers and employees of Department of Housing and 

Urban Development as the Secretary may designate, 

see sections 3534 and 3535 of Title 42, The Public Health 

and Welfare. 

GOVERNMENT NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION 

For creation, succession, and principal office, see sec-

tion 1717 of Title 12, Banks and Banking.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

United States Housing Authority consolidated with 

other agencies into Housing and Home Finance Agency 

and name of Authority changed to Public Housing Ad-

ministration by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1947, eff. July 27, 

1947, 12 F.R. 4981, 61 Stat. 954, set out in the Appendix 

to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 710. Cremation urns for military use 

Whoever knowingly uses, manufactures, or 
sells any cremation urn of a design approved by 
the Secretary of Defense for use to retain the 
cremated remains of deceased members of the 
armed forces or an urn which is a colorable imi-
tation of the approved design, except when au-
thorized under regulation made pursuant to law, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned for 
not more than six months, or both. 

(Added Sept. 28, 1950, ch. 1092, § 1(b), 64 Stat. 1077; 
amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2146.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $250’’. 

[§ 711. Repealed. Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title X, 
§ 1002(5), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2155] 

Section, added May 23, 1952, ch. 327, § 1, 66 Stat. 92; 

amended Pub. L. 93–318, § 5, June 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 245; 

Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, §§ 330004(4), 330016(1)(E), 

Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2141, 2146, penalized unauthor-

ized use of the ‘‘Smokey Bear’’ character or name. 

[§ 711a. Repealed. Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title X, 
§ 1002(6), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2155] 

Section, added Pub. L. 93–318, § 6, June 22, 1974, 88 

Stat. 245; amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 



Page 177 TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE § 713

§ 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2146, penalized un-

authorized use of the ‘‘Woodsy Owl’’ character, name, 

or slogan. 

§ 712. Misuse of names, words, emblems, or insig-
nia 

Whoever, in the course of collecting or aiding 
in the collection of private debts or obligations, 
or being engaged in furnishing private police, in-
vestigation, or other private detective services, 
uses or employs in any communication, cor-
respondence, notice, advertisement, or circular 
the words ‘‘national’’, ‘‘Federal’’, or ‘‘United 
States’’, the initials ‘‘U.S.’’, or any emblem, in-
signia, or name, for the purpose of conveying 
and in a manner reasonably calculated to con-
vey the false impression that such communica-
tion is from a department, agency, bureau, or 
instrumentality of the United States or in any 
manner represents the United States, shall be 
fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than one year, or both. 

(Added Pub. L. 86–291, § 1, Sept. 21, 1959, 73 Stat. 
570; amended Pub. L. 93–147, § 1(a), Nov. 3, 1973, 87 
Stat. 554; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000’’. 

1973—Pub. L. 93–147 substituted ‘‘Misuse of names, 

words, emblems, or insignia’’ for ‘‘Misuse of names by 

collecting agencies or private detective agencies to in-

dicate Federal agency’’ in section catchline and sub-

stituted ‘‘in the course’’ and ‘‘such communication is 

from a department’’ for ‘‘being engaged in the busi-

ness’’ and ‘‘such business is a department’’ respec-

tively, and struck out ‘‘as part of the firm name of such 

business,’’ after ‘‘detective services, uses’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 86–291, § 2, Sept. 21, 1959, 73 Stat. 570, provided 

that: ‘‘The provisions of this section [enacting this sec-

tion] shall become effective sixty days from the enact-

ment thereof [Sept. 21, 1959].’’

§ 713. Use of likenesses of the great seal of the 
United States, the seals of the President and 
Vice President, the seal of the United States 
Senate, the seal of the United States House of 
Representatives, and the seal of the United 
States Congress 

(a) Whoever knowingly displays any printed or 
other likeness of the great seal of the United 
States, or of the seals of the President or the 
Vice President of the United States, or the seal 
of the United States Senate, or the seal of the 
United States House of Representatives, or the 
seal of the United States Congress, or any fac-
simile thereof, in, or in connection with, any ad-
vertisement, poster, circular, book, pamphlet, or 
other publication, public meeting, play, motion 
picture, telecast, or other production, or on any 
building, monument, or stationery, for the pur-
pose of conveying, or in a manner reasonably 
calculated to convey, a false impression of spon-
sorship or approval by the Government of the 
United States or by any department, agency, or 

instrumentality thereof, shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. 

(b) Whoever, except as authorized under regu-
lations promulgated by the President and pub-
lished in the Federal Register, knowingly manu-
factures, reproduces, sells, or purchases for re-
sale, either separately or appended to any arti-
cle manufactured or sold, any likeness of the 
seals of the President or Vice President, or any 
substantial part thereof, except for manufacture 
or sale of the article for the official use of the 
Government of the United States, shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. 

(c) Whoever, except as directed by the United 
States Senate, or the Secretary of the Senate on 
its behalf, knowingly uses, manufactures, repro-
duces, sells or purchases for resale, either sepa-
rately or appended to any article manufactured 
or sold, any likeness of the seal of the United 
States Senate, or any substantial part thereof, 
except for manufacture or sale of the article for 
the official use of the Government of the United 
States, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than six months, or both. 

(d) Whoever, except as directed by the United 
States House of Representatives, or the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives on its behalf, 
knowingly uses, manufactures, reproduces, sells 
or purchases for resale, either separately or ap-
pended to any article manufactured or sold, any 
likeness of the seal of the United States House 
of Representatives, or any substantial part 
thereof, except for manufacture or sale of the 
article for the official use of the Government of 
the United States, shall be fined under this title 
or imprisoned not more than six months, or 
both. 

(e) Whoever, except as directed by the United 
States Congress, or the Secretary of the Senate 
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
acting jointly on its behalf, knowingly uses, 
manufactures, reproduces, sells or purchases for 
resale, either separately or appended to any ar-
ticle manufactured or sold, any likeness of the 
seal of the United States Congress, or any sub-
stantial part thereof, except for manufacture or 
sale of the article for the official use of the Gov-
ernment of the United States, shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than six 
months, or both. 

(f) A violation of the provisions of this section 
may be enjoined at the suit of the Attorney Gen-
eral, 

(1) in the case of the great seal of the United 
States and the seals of the President and Vice 
President, upon complaint by any authorized 
representative of any department or agency of 
the United States; 

(2) in the case of the seal of the United 
States Senate, upon complaint by the Sec-
retary of the Senate; 

(3) in the case of the seal of the United 
States House of Representatives, upon com-
plaint by the Clerk of the House of Represent-
atives; and 

(4) in the case of the seal of the United 
States Congress, upon complaint by the Sec-
retary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, acting jointly. 
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1 So in original. 

(Added Pub. L. 89–807, § 1(a), Nov. 11, 1966, 80 
Stat. 1525; amended Pub. L. 91–651, § 1, Jan. 5, 
1971, 84 Stat. 1940; Pub. L. 102–229, title II, 
§ 210(a)–(d), Dec. 12, 1991, 105 Stat. 1717; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146; Pub. L. 105–55, title III, § 308(a)–(d), 
Oct. 7, 1997, 111 Stat. 1198.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Pub. L. 105–55, § 308(d), substituted ‘‘the seal of 

the United States Senate, the seal of the United States 

House of Representatives, and the seal of the United 

States Congress’’ for ‘‘and the seal of the United States 

Senate’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–55, § 308(a), inserted ‘‘or the 

seal of the United States House of Representatives, or 

the seal of the United States Congress,’’ after ‘‘Sen-

ate,’’. 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 105–55, § 308(b), added subsecs. 

(d) and (e). Former subsec. (d) redesignated (f). 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 105–55, § 308(b)(1), redesignated 

subsec. (d) as (f). 

Subsec. (f)(3), (4). Pub. L. 105–55, § 308(c), added pars. 

(3) and (4). 

1994—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 103–322 substituted 

‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $250’’. 

1991—Pub. L. 102–229, § 210(a), substituted ‘‘the seals of 

the President and Vice President, and the seal of the 

United States Senate’’ for ‘‘and of the seals of the 

President and Vice President’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 102–229, § 210(b), inserted ‘‘or the 

seal of the United States Senate,’’ after ‘‘Vice Presi-

dent of the United States,’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 102–229, § 210(c), (d), added 

subsec. (c), amended former subsec. (c) generally, and 

redesignated former subsec. (c) as (d). Prior to amend-

ment and redesignation, former subsec. (c) read as fol-

lows: ‘‘A violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this sec-

tion may be enjoined at the suit of the Attorney Gen-

eral upon complaint by any authorized representative 

of any department or agency of the United States.’’

1971—Pub. L. 91–651 substituted ‘‘Use of likenesses of 

the great seal of the United States, and of the seals of 

the President and Vice President’’ for ‘‘Use of the great 

seal of the United States’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–651 redesignated existing pro-

visions as subsec. (a), expanded prohibition to include 

likenesses of the seals of the President and Vice Presi-

dent, and added to the enumerated list of prohibited 

uses for likenesses of the great seal of the United 

States and for the seals of the President and Vice 

President, use in posters, public meetings, or on any 

building, monument, or stationery. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 91–651 added subsecs. (b) and 

(c).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1971 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 91–651, § 3, Jan. 5, 1971, 84 Stat. 1941, provided 

that: ‘‘The amendments made by this Act [amending 

this section] shall not make unlawful any preexisting 

use of the design of the great seal of the United States 

or of the seals of the President or Vice President of the 

United States that was lawful on the date of enactment 

of this Act [Jan. 5, 1971], until one year after the date 

of such enactment.’’

Executive Documents 

EX. ORD. NO. 11649. REGULATIONS GOVERNING SEALS OF 

PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF UNITED STATES 

Ex. Ord. No. 11649, Feb. 16, 1972, 37 F.R. 3625, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 11916, May 28, 1976, 41 F.R. 

22031, provided: 

By virtue to the authority vested in me by section 

713(b) of title 18, United States Code, I hereby prescribe 

the following regulations governing the use of the Seals 

of the President and the Vice President of the United 

States: 
SECTION 1. Except as otherwise provided by law, the 

knowing manufacture, reproduction, sale, or purchase 

for resale of the Seals or Coats of Arms of the President 

or the Vice President of the United States, or any like-

ness or substantial part thereof, shall be permitted 

only for the following uses: 
(a) Use by the President or Vice President of the 

United States; 
(b) Use in encyclopedias, dictionaries, books, jour-

nals, pamphlets, periodicals, or magazines incident to a 

description or history of seals, coats of arms, heraldry, 

or the Presidency or Vice Presidency; 
(c) Use in libraries, museums, or educational facili-

ties incident to descriptions or exhibits relating to 

seals, coats of arms, heraldry, or the Presidency or 

Vice Presidency; 
(d) Use as an architectural embellishment in librar-

ies, museums, or archives established to house the pa-

pers or effects of former Presidents or Vice Presidents; 
(e) Use on a monument to a former President or Vice 

President; 
(f) Use by way of photographic or electronic visual re-

production in pictures, moving pictures, or telecasts of 

bona fide news content; 
(g) Such other uses for exceptional historical, edu-

cational, or newsworthy purposes as may be authorized 

in writing by the Counsel to the President. 
SEC. 2. The manufacture, reproduction, sale, or pur-

chase for resale, either separately or appended to any 

article manufactured or sold, of the Seals of the Presi-

dent or Vice President, or any likeness or substantial 

part thereof, except as provided in this Order or as oth-

erwise provided by law, is prohibited. 

RICHARD NIXON. 

[§ 714. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–258, § 2(d)(1)(B), Sept. 
13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1058] 

Section, added Pub. L. 91–419, § 3, Sept. 25, 1970, 84 

Stat. 870, defined ‘‘Johnny Horizon’’ for purposes of 

Pub. L. 91–419. 

[§ 715. Repealed. Pub. L. 116–260, div. O, title X, 
§ 1002(7), Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2155] 

Section, added Pub. L. 92–347, § 3(b), July 11, 1972, 86 

Stat. 461; amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 

§ 330016(1)(E), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2146, penalized un-

authorized use of ‘‘The Golden Eagle Insignia’’. 

§ 716. Public employee insignia and uniform 

(a) Whoever—
(1) knowingly transfers, transports, or re-

ceives, in interstate or foreign commerce, a 
counterfeit official insignia or uniform; 

(2) knowingly transfers, in interstate or for-
eign commerce, a genuine official insignia or 
uniform to an individual, knowing that such 
individual is not authorized to possess it under 
the law of the place in which the badge is the 
official official 1 insignia or uniform; 

(3) knowingly receives a genuine official in-
signia or uniform in a transfer prohibited by 
paragraph (2); or 

(4) being a person not authorized to possess 
a genuine official insignia or uniform under 
the law of the place in which the badge is the 
official official 1 insignia or uniform, know-
ingly transports that badge in interstate or 
foreign commerce,
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2 So in original. The word ‘‘and’’ probably should not appear. 

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than 6 months, or both. 

(b) It is a defense to a prosecution under this 
section that the insignia or uniform is other 
than a counterfeit insignia or uniform and is not 
used to mislead or deceive, or is used or is in-
tended to be used exclusively—

(1) as a memento, or in a collection or ex-
hibit; 

(2) for decorative purposes; 
(3) for a dramatic presentation, such as a 

theatrical, film, or television production; or 
(4) for any other recreational purpose.

(c) As used in this section—
(1) the term ‘‘genuine police badge’’ means 

an official badge issued by public authority to 
identify an individual as a law enforcement of-
ficer having police powers; 

(2) the term ‘‘counterfeit police badge’’ 
means an item that so resembles a police 
badge that it would deceive an ordinary indi-
vidual into believing it was a genuine police 
badge; and 2 

(3) the term ‘‘official insignia or uniform’’ 
means an article of distinctive clothing or in-
signia, including a badge, emblem or identi-
fication card, that is an indicium of the au-
thority of a public employee; 

(4) the term ‘‘public employee’’ means any 
officer or employee of the Federal Government 
or of a State or local government; and 

(5) the term ‘‘uniform’’ means distinctive 
clothing or other items of dress, whether real 
or counterfeit, worn during the performance of 
official duties and which identifies the wearer 
as a public agency employee.

(d) It is a defense to a prosecution under this 
section that the official insignia or uniform is 
not used or intended to be used to mislead or de-
ceive, or is a counterfeit insignia or uniform and 
is used or is intended to be used exclusively—

(1) for a dramatic presentation, such as a 
theatrical, film, or television production; or 

(2) for legitimate law enforcement purposes. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–547, § 3(a), Dec. 19, 2000, 114 
Stat. 2739; amended Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, 
§ 1191(a), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3128.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(6), substituted ‘‘Public 

employee insignia and uniform’’ for ‘‘Police badges’’ in 

section catchline. 
Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(1), substituted 

‘‘official insignia or uniform’’ for ‘‘police badge’’. 
Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(1), (2), sub-

stituted ‘‘official insignia or uniform to’’ for ‘‘police 

badge to’’ and ‘‘official insignia or uniform;’’ for 

‘‘badge of the police;’’. 
Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(1), substituted 

‘‘official insignia or uniform’’ for ‘‘police badge’’. 
Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(1), (2), sub-

stituted ‘‘official insignia or uniform under’’ for ‘‘po-

lice badge under’’ and ‘‘official insignia or uniform,’’ 

for ‘‘badge of the police,’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(3)(C), which di-

rected the insertion of ‘‘is not used to mislead or de-

ceive, or’’ before ‘‘is used or intended’’ was executed by 

making the insertion before ‘‘is used or is intended’’, to 

reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(3)(A), (B), substituted ‘‘the 

insignia or uniform’’ for ‘‘the badge’’ and inserted ‘‘is 

other than a counterfeit insignia or uniform and’’ be-

fore ‘‘is used or is intended to be used’’. 

Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(1), which directed substi-

tution of ‘‘official insignia or uniform’’ for ‘‘police 

badge’’ could not be executed because the term ‘‘police 

badge’’ did not appear. 

Subsec. (c)(3) to (5). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(4), added 

pars. (3) to (5). 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–162, § 1191(a)(5), added subsec. 

(d).

CHAPTER 35—ESCAPE AND RESCUE 

Sec. 

751. Prisoners in custody of institution or officer. 

752. Instigating or assisting escape. 

753. Rescue to prevent execution. 

[754. Repealed.] 

755. Officer permitting escape. 

756. Internee of belligerent nation. 

757. Prisoners of war or enemy aliens. 

758. High speed flight from immigration check-

point.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–208, div. C, title I, § 108(b)(2), Sept. 

30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–558, added item 758. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, § 330004(5), Sept. 13, 

1994, 108 Stat. 2141, struck out item 754 ‘‘Rescue of body 

of executed offender’’. 

§ 751. Prisoners in custody of institution or offi-
cer 

(a) Whoever escapes or attempts to escape 
from the custody of the Attorney General or his 
authorized representative, or from any institu-
tion or facility in which he is confined by direc-
tion of the Attorney General, or from any cus-
tody under or by virtue of any process issued 
under the laws of the United States by any 
court, judge, or magistrate judge, or from the 
custody of an officer or employee of the United 
States pursuant to lawful arrest, shall, if the 
custody or confinement is by virtue of an arrest 
on a charge of felony, or conviction of any of-
fense, be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than five years, or both; or if the custody 
or confinement is for extradition, or for exclu-
sion or expulsion proceedings under the immi-
gration laws, or by virtue of an arrest or charge 
of or for a misdemeanor, and prior to conviction, 
be fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than one year, or both. 

(b) Whoever escapes or attempts to escape 
from the custody of the Attorney General or his 
authorized representative, or from any institu-
tion or facility in which he is confined by direc-
tion of the Attorney General, or from any cus-
tody under or by virtue of any process issued 
under the laws of the United States by any 
court, judge, or magistrate judge, or from the 
custody of an officer or employee of the United 
States pursuant to lawful arrest, shall, if the 
custody or confinement is by virtue of a lawful 
arrest for a violation of any law of the United 
States not punishable by death or life imprison-
ment and committed before such person’s eight-
eenth birthday, and as to whom the Attorney 
General has not specifically directed the institu-
tion of criminal proceedings, or by virtue of a 
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